Thank you for helping to end homelessness!

Columbus House July E-News
A Message from Margaret Middleton, CEO
I’m honored to join Columbus House at this
incredible moment in history. The Coronavirus
creates challenges for us all, but none more than
those without a home. Our community cannot have
a handle on the virus until we are able to safely
house everyone. I have been so inspired by the
Columbus House team over the last four months
for keeping our clients safe and getting them into
housing. My new colleagues faced this
unprecedented challenge with courage, tenacity
and creativity.
I am grateful to the many, many of you who have
served meals and written checks to support our
mission over the decades. I am grateful to the
many, many of you who have sown masks,
increased monthly gifts, and dropped off PPE over
the last few months. I feel connected to all of you
through our shared purpose of providing for the
needs of our brothers and sisters. I look forward to
thanking you again, and again, and again as we
join our collective action together through
Columbus House.
I will revel in what we accomplish together,
Margaret Middleton, CEO

COVID-19 Update
Several months have passed since the pandemic
entered our world – but thanks to your enduring
support, clients and staff remain safe. Together,
we’re making tremendous progress moving those
experiencing homelessness into permanent
homes. Since March 15, we have housed over 170
people! Thankfully, an extension has been granted
for clients staying safely in hotels – they are now
scheduled to return to our New Haven Shelter July
31 instead of June 30. At our sites, precautions
such as signs for social distancing, enhanced
cleaning and disinfecting, and maintaining a 50%
capacity (or less) are just a few of the ways we are
protecting the health of our clients and staff. Our
protocols in dealing with the virus are flexible so
we can continue to make progress despite the
virus’s impact. As we continue to work with our

While visiting Harkness House for Veterans
experiencing homelessness, Margaret bumped into
our good friend, supporter, and volunteer Paul who
has been maintaining the vegetable gardens there
for years.

partners to protect our neighbors, we will keep you
updated.

Columbus House Case Manager Katie takes a selfie
with Amanda, who moved from a hotel to an
apartment during the pandemic. Watch for
Amanda's story in our upcoming summer
newsletter.

Columbus House Takes Over Blake Field
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We are proud to announce that the Blake Field Drop-In Center is now a program of Columbus House. The
Drop-In Center opened the first week of May by The City of New Haven to reach those living outside
during COVID-19. Our Outreach & Engagement (O&E) team was present three times per week to help
get those neighbors the basic items they so desperately needed during the pandemic. Now, our O&E
staff are there five days per week providing case management, toiletries, clothing and food. Medical and
mental health services through continuing partnerships with the City of New Haven, Cornell Scott Hill
Health Center, The Connection – Center for Behavioral Health Chapel Street, Connecticut Mental Health
Center, Liberty Community Services, Marrakech, Inc., and United Way of Greater New Haven are also
available. The Drop-In Center is located at Blake Field (next to East Rock Magnet School) and welcomes
our neighbors between 12:30-4:00 pm, Monday-Friday, through at least the end of August. From its start
through the week of June 22, staff and volunteers at Blake Field facilitated over 1,100 visits – this
comprises over 2,000 meals, more than 120 medical/mental health visits, and over 175 case
management meetings. As we continue to navigate through this pandemic, we know the need for these
vital supplies and services will be even greater. Donations of new socks, underwear, t-shirts, backpacks,
sunscreen and insect repellent are needed – you can easily purchase these items on our Amazon Wish
List. Thank you to everyone who has supported this project.

Chocolate to the Rescue
Online Auction Coming Soon
We're working to bring you the Chocolate to the
Rescue online auction very soon! As our state
begins to reopen while adjusting to the "new
normal," we look forward to providing an exciting
virtual bidding experience with items that were
generously donated to our canceled annual event.
Tiffany champagne flutes, jewelry, gift cards to
restaurants and concert tickets, CHOCOLATE,
and more will be available! Stay tuned via email
and on social media for more details and dates. All
proceeds will benefit our Middlesex Family Shelter.

Thank you to our Sponsors!
Sous-Chef

Expediter
Alera Group
Anthem BCBS Medicare
National Equity Fund
Webster Bank
Workers Compensation Trust
Pastry Chef
Beirne Wealth Consulting
Fusco Management Co., LLC
The Flood Law Firm, LLC
Ben Ledbetter, Jr., & Deborah Freedman

10th Annual Homerun for
Heroes Goes Virtual
The Homerun for Heroes baseball game can't take
place on the ball field this year, but you can still
have fun while supporting our Veterans! Sikorsky,
Lockheed Martin, and Teamsters Local 1150 are
planning an exciting on-line event where you'll be
able to view a special video featuring the Veterans
you are supporting, the agencies that are working
to help them, and the sponsors that are making
this year's event possible. You will also have the
chance to bid on silent auction items featuring a
wide array of sports memorabilia and purchase
branded Homerun for Heroes swag. The video is
planned to broadcast on July 30 and a few
additional surprises are in the works – stay tuned
for more details!

Thank you to some of our partners who have gone above and beyond
helping us to end homelessness since our April E-News:
Anonymous (2)
Rabbi Bruce & Terri Alpert
Archdiocese of Hartford
Greg & Caitlin Behrman
Benevity
BYK USA INC.
Matt & Maria Cammarota
George & Eileen Charlesworth
Community Foundation of Middlesex County
Craig Crews
Craig & Paula Dorman
Martin Echewa
ERJ Fund
Eversource Energy
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
First Church of Christ Woodbridge
Lillian Fox
Ben Ledbetter, Jr. & Deborah Freedman
Friends Fiduciary Corporation
George A. & Grace L. Long Foundation, Bank of America, N.S., Trustee
Harvard Pilgrim Health Care Foundation
Hodgson/Leventhal Fund

Ion Bank Foundation
Knights of Columbus Russell Council #65
Liberty Bank Foundation
Bill & Lori Mann
Robert Farrell & Mary-Jean McGarrity
Medtronic Foundation
Middlesex United Way
Joesph G. Altonji & Cynthia E. Nethercut
New Haven Community Betterment Fund
New Haven Ecology Project, Inc.
People's United Community Foundation
Pfizer Foundation
Putnam Family Fund
Kenneth & Judith Rosenthal
Santander Bank
Aaron Singer
The Bussmann Family Foundation
The Community Foundation for Greater New Haven
The GoodCoin Foundation
The Jane and William Curran Foundation
The Israel & Adele Gordon Fund
The Maximilian E. & Marion O. Hoffman Foundation
The National Association of Health Services Executives, CT Chapter
The New York Community Trust
The Spring Glen Church
The University Church in Yale
Shalom United Church of Christ
Stacy Neal & Katherine Thomas
U.S. Charitable Gift Trust
United Way of Greater New Haven
United Way of Greater Waterbury
United Way of Meriden and Wallingford
Webster Bank
Wells Fargo Bank
William and Jean Graustein Fund
Yale University, Office of New Haven & State Affairs

Check us out on Instagram!
@columbushousect

Your donation to Columbus House
may be eligible for a match from
your employer.
Click to find out!

Donate Today

www.columbushouse.org







